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TABLE OF CONTENTS
TO: 		  Bryant City Council

FROM: 	 Mayor Chris Treat

DATE: 	 June 25, 2026

RE: 		  Mayor’s Memorandum, June 2026

Good afternoon Council, 

 	 I hope you have had a chance to review the information regarding the launch of the second phase of 

“Bryant Leap Forward.” We have released our second survey, which focuses on what we are calling “activity 

centers” or “community neighborhood hubs.” We have identified eight areas of town that would be excellent 

locations for mixed-use developments, incorporating both commercial and residential components, including 

a variety of housing options such as detached homes and multifamily units. 

	 I encourage you to fill out the survey and engage with the interactive map, where you can view each 

of these eight areas along with conceptual drawings. You can find additional details on the “Bryant Leap 

Forward” website under the “Design Week” tab. If you have time, I highly recommend reviewing the research 

provided by our consultants, particularly the market study on housing and the report on economic production 

per acre. 

	 It is vital that we learn from these studies to make informed decisions regarding our comprehensive 

growth plan. The research demonstrates that to maintain the economic strength necessary to invest in our 

quality of life, we must maximize the productivity of every acre. This is the logic behind our eight activity 

centers: when done correctly, these centers will be more economically productive than our current zoning 

regulations allow. I have met with several business leaders and will be presenting this to all of our committees 

and commissions in July to gather feedback. So far, the response has been extremely positive. 

	 We know that Bryant and Saline County will continue to grow. It’s important that we leverage this 

growth to ensure our city remains economically sustainable while maintaining the high quality of life, 
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safety, infrastructure, and parks that our residents expect. I believe this plan sets us on an excellent course, 

though we will need to help our residents reimagine multifamily housing as a high-quality option for the 

diverse populations looking to live here. 

	 In other news, I’m excited to announce that we’ve received a nearly $2 million grant from Metroplan 

to complete the full design of the Springhill Road expansion. As you know, this project has been a long-

standing priority for the city. Securing this design grant is a significant first step, achieved through our 

ongoing collaboration with Benton and the County. I expect the design phase to begin early 2027. We will 

continue to apply for further grants with the goal of beginning construction on a phased plan in 2028. 

•	 Phase 1: Intersection improvements

•	 Phase 2: Widening the entire road to three lanes

•	 Phase 3: Adding an additional lane

	 While this process will take time, I am optimistic that we can soon start relieving traffic on Springhill. 

As we see more growth north of town, it’s imperative that we complete this project as soon as possible. 

	 As always, thank you for your service to the city. I appreciate your partnership. Please let me know if 

you have any questions or concerns; I want to ensure you have all the information and support needed from 

me and my team to be the best City Council you can be. 



JULY 2026 
PUBLIC MEETINGS

JULY 3 CITY OFFICES CLOSED | INDEPENDENCE DAY

JULY 7 WATER/SEWER ADVISORY | CITY HALL | 6:00 PM

JULY 13 PLANNING COMMISSION | CITY HALL | 6:00 PM

JULY 16 DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW | CITY HALL | 9:00 AM

JULY 14 PARKS COMMITTEE | PARKS ADMIN OFFICE | 6:00 PM

JULY 20 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT | CITY HALL | 6:00 PM

JULY 28 CITY COUNCIL | CITY HALL | 6:30 PM

JULY 30 DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW | CITY HALL | 9:00 AM

JULY 23 BRYANT SUMMER NIGHTS | MARKET PLACE | 5:00-7:00 PM

JULY 2 DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW | CITY HALL | 9:00 AM

5



DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
ANIMAL CONTROL

Citizen Input Helps Drive Change

	 There’s an old saying: “The world is run by the people that show up.” This remains true to 

this day, whether it be the people who show up at the voting booths, volunteer their time to support 

government and non-profit organizations, or the people who show up at their local City Council 

meetings and offer their opinions. It is those people who have the greatest impact on the world around 

them. This past month, Bryant residents turned out to give their opinions on proposed changes to the 

animal control ordinance. 

	 Over the past two months, many residents came forward to share their opinions regarding the 

changes. Many might think I would personally be offended by some of the criticism, but nothing could 

be further from the truth! I welcome the feedback and encourage them to continue to be part of the 

conversation as we continue to work toward changes that are necessary, and although we know we 

won’t be able to please everyone involved, we will do our best to find common ground on both sides 

of the many issues brought up to our department. 

	 It is these conversations that help drive positive change in our communities. I know many 

people long for the small town that Bryant once was, and all the positive attributes that small town 

life offers (myself included). But, in my experience, working for three different municipalities and 

one county government over the last 35 years, I have never seen a community whose residents are so 

engaged with their local government and non-profits as Bryant. Our City has that unique quality that 

just draws people in and holds their hearts. Maybe that’s why our residents are so committed to trying 

their best to do what is best for all. 

	 As our nation approaches its 250th birthday, and as our lovely City approaches its own 135th 

celebration in 2027, I continue to be in awe of the wonderful people of Bryant. How they cheer on the 

Hornets, offer belly rubs during events to Mayor Treat’s dog Boston, celebrate the awards of our 
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Tricia Power
Animal Control Director

many small businesses and non-profit organizations, welcome the successes of our neighboring towns 

work with the JPs and Judge Brumley to make life better for all of Saline County, and yes, even when 

they criticize me, they show that they care about each other, our community, and the people and 

animals who make this place their home. Bryant truly is home in every sense of the word. 

	 That’s why Mayor Treat and I chose to withdraw the livestock ordinance; it was clear that 

many residents felt that these changes were too strict, and we listened. Because that is precisely what 

the government should do: listen. While not every ask can be granted, for a variety of reasons, it is still 

important that every resident who wants to be heart has an opportunity to do so. I promise that I will 

always listen. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
COMMUNICATIONS

	 As communications trends continue to evolve, 2026 data shows that Bryant residents are 

increasingly consuming information through video and visual content, while also taking more 

meaningful actions to learn about city services and projects. 

	 Through June, City communication efforts generated more than 633,000 views, an increase 

of 11.6% over the same period last year. Video content continues to be a primary driver of 

engagement, with 3-second views increasing 84.7% and one-minute views rising 25%. Residents 

collectively spent more than 23 days watching City content, demonstrating sustained interest in 

updates, projects, and community stories. 

	 Organic reach remains the foundation of communication efforts, accounting for nearly 

469,000 of total views. While paid campaigns have been utilized strategically to expand awareness 

of key initiatives, the majority of residents are discovering and sharing information naturally 

through their own networks. 

	 Audience behavior also reflects a shift toward consuming information rather than reacting 

to it. Although content interactions are lower than last year, overall reach and video consumption 

continue to grow, suggesting residents are increasingly using social media as an information 

source. More importantly, they are taking action after viewing content. Link clicks have increased 

207.9% year over year, indicating that residents are moving beyond social media posts to seek 

additional information on city initiatives. 

	 Reels remain the strongest-performing format, generating more than half of all views and 

nearly half of all interactions. Multi-photo posts and traditional photos continue to perform well, 

reinforcing the value of providing information in a variety of formats to meet residents where they 

are. 

8



	 The City has also experienced steady audience growth, adding 875 followers and 

generating nearly 10,000 page visits this year. These trends demonstrate that residents are not only 

seeing City content, but actively seeking it out. 

	 As communications platforms continue to change, the focus in 2026 has shifted from 

simply maximizing likes and comments to delivering timely, accessible information that residents 

trust and use. The data suggests that Bryant residents are engaging with City information in deeper 

ways by watching longer, clicking through for more details, and returning to City channels as a 

reliable source of information. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
FINANCE

Dear Citizens, 

	 Please note these key points from the Financial Report for the month ending May 31, 

2026:

Financial Report Month Ending May 31, 2026:

•	 Page 4: Sales tax revenue is $193K higher than this time last year for the full 3%, but it 

is $130K below the budgeted forecast. 

•	 Page 6: New Cash Reserve Policy. Finance continues to add more details to this 

page. Amounts for the General Fund and Street Fund total $20,393,837 minus 

$18,263,305, resulting in a difference of $2,130,532. This amount is to be used by the 

planned and approved savings of $2,718,884 from the last page and page 2. Of this 

planned savings usage, we have currently used $1,304,418.31, leaving a remaining 

amount of $1,404,466. Management is carefully considering the request of the 

additional $142,512.78 from savings for Budget Adjustments for IT, PD, and Animal. 

Management will continue to monitor this carefully. 

•	 Page 56 of 72 of the Tyler GL Detail report is attached. Note that we have issued 

Purchase Orders for the Enterprise Fleet of Police cars, which extends over multiple 

years and is the reason the Police Capital and interest expense lines are over budget. 

Additionally, please review the final page for a one-page snapshot of all City funds, including:

•	 Original and amended budgets

•	 Fiscal activity for the year

•	 Any outstanding encumbrances

Note: Negative amounts in the Current Budget column indicate an intended use of savings. 

	 Thank you for your attention to these important updates.  

Joy Black
Finance Director
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
HUMAN RESOURCES

	 Human Resources continues to focus on recruiting and supporting a strong workforce across 

all City departments. Staffing needs remain steady, particularly in Public Works, Parks, and Public 

Safety, where operational demands require consistent coverage and skilled field personnel. 

	 The City continues to accept applications for multiple full-time and part-time positions. 

Current Job Openings

Full-Time Positions: 

•	 Animal Control Officer - Responsible for animal care, shelter operations, enforcement 

support, public interaction, and field response activities. 

•	 Law Enforcement Wellness Counselor - Provides confidential counseling, crisis 

intervention, training, and wellness support for officers and families under the LEMHWA 

grant-funded program. 

•	 Parks Staff - Support daily operations at the Center at Bishop Park.

•	 Police Officer - Performs patrol, investigation, traffic enforcement, report writing, and 

community policing duties. 

•	 Public Works Utility Worker II: Wastewater - Assists with installation, maintenance, 

and repair of water and sewer systems, along with field operations and support tasks. 

	 Part-time positions include lifeguards, parks labor, and parks staff. Details and applications 

can be found at www.bryantar.gov.

Charlotte Rue
Human Resources Director
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
PARKS & RECREATION

Programming & Events

•	 On May 26-28, the Bishop Park Gymnasium welcomed NBA Hall of Famer Scottie 

Pippen, along with Memphis Grizzlies point guard Scotty Pippen, Jr. and Ohio State 

Buckeyes guard Justin Pippen for Pippen Skills Camp. 135 kids aged 6-17 participated in 

the camp over the course of three days. 

•	 Youth Kickball concluded its inaugural season with 42 participants. 

•	 Youth Archery held its first session in May with 7 participants. 

•	 Youth Tennis concluded its spring session with 28 participants. 

•	 Youth Volleyball concluded its second spring session with 27 participants. 

•	 Adult Pickleball concluded two leagues for the spring season: 

•	 Indoor at Bishop Park: 18 teams participated

•	 Outdoor at Mills Park: 24 teams participated

•	 Hosted a 14-team tournament during Family Fun Fest in partnership with Saline 

County Library

•	 Adult Basketball began its spring season with 7 teams participating, the season will 

continue through June. 

•	 Bishop Park hosted the following events in the month of May: 

•	 May 2: Hosted a USA Softball Tournament

•	 May 2: Hosted a Slammin Basketball Tournament

•	 May 9: Hosted a BASE Softball Tournament

•	 May 9-10: Hosted a 2D Baseball Tournament

•	 May 27-29: Provided space to the BYA in Center meeting rooms and Senior Center 

for summer orientation and parent meetings

•	 May 28: Provided space for Our Blood Institute for a blood drive with an estimated 

57 lives impacted
14



•	 May 29: Provided space for Leadership Saline County Class XX Bingo Burger 

Bash fundraiser. The fundraiser is for Leadership Saline as well as scholarships for 

graduating seniors and each year a local non-profit is selected to receive a portion of 

the funds. This year the selected organization was the Bryant Youth Association

•	 May 30: Hosted a Slammin Basketball Tournament

•	 May 30-31: Hosted a 2D Baseball Tournament

•	 The Center also hosted 27 other reservations throughout the month of May

•	 Upcoming June programs:

•	 Adult Volleyball Open Play: Nights to build interest and a participant database for a 

future league

•	 Youth Art Classes

•	 Youth Pickleball Lessons

•	 Adult Pickleball Ladder League

Aquatics

•	 Held a Lifeguard Certification Course with 8 participants on May 11-18.

•	 Held a Lifeguard Recertification Course with 4 participants on May 18-19.

•	 Completed the conversion of the Splash Pad to a flow-through system and opened it on 

May 23.

•	 Opened Mills Park Pool for the summer season on May 23.

•	 Hosted 10 private pool parties at Bishop Pool. 

•	 Painted the back (scoreboard) wall of the Aquatic Center. 

•	 The Barracudas Swim Team began practices with 80 swimmers in the first year coming 

under the Parks Department.

Parks Maintenance

•	 Reinstalled the shade structure pole at Mills Park playground damaged during the snow 

and ice. 

•	 Leveled areas around bases, mounds, and home plates to Bishop Park Baseball and 

Softball Fields. 15



Keith Cox
Parks & Recreation Director

•	 Applied SAF coat topdressing to Bishop Park Softball Fields. 

•	 Repaired the fence surrounding the Splash Pad from the construction of converting to a 

flow-through system. 

•	 Repaired the tennis and pickleball court fencing at Mills Park, including top rail and 

latches. 

•	 Installed a new top on the water box at the Splash Pad. 

•	 Had lines painted on Center and Baseball parking lots at Bishop Park. Softball lot will be 

painted in June. 

Parks Administration

•	 Parks Director Keith Cox attended the Arkansas Economic Development Commission’s 

Rural Development Conference on May 19-20 in Jonesboro. He was selected to speak on 

a panel with 3 other community leaders from around the state, discussing finding new uses 

for previously underutilized spaces. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
	 During the month of May, the Planning and Development Department processed a total of 92 

permit applications. Twelve (12) of those were new residential building permits. The department also 

issued eight (8) new business licenses, and conducted 338 inspections!

	 The City has received over 1,700 responses from residents, business owners, and community 

members during the first Bryant Leap Forward survey. As we go into the next phase of this process, 

a new survey has been launched that asks the community to evaluate potential growth concepts that 

could help achieve the goals and priorities highlighted in the first survey. This survey moves beyond 

identifying challenges and begins asking what solutions and opportunities residents would like to see in 

Bryant’s future. The feedback we receive will help determine the vision, policies, and implementation 

strategies included in the final Comprehensive Growth Plan. 

	 You can go to www.BryantLeapForward.com to learn more about the City’s Comprehensive 

Growth and Land Use Plan update and provide your input through our surveys!

Colton Leonard
Planning & Development Director
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Official  Memorandum 

Date:   June 1, 2026   

To:  Bryant City Council 

From:  Chief Carl Minden 

Re:  Monthly Review – May 2026    

Number of Calls for Service – 2833

Accidents – 122

Business Alarms – 76

Residential Alarms – 16 

Break and Enter – 19

Shoplifting – 12 

911 Hang Ups – 113 

Extra Patrols – 991 

Other Calls –  1484 

Training Hours – 433.5



May 1, 2026 – Asst. Chief Plouch last 10-7

May 4, 2026 – Safety Town 

Officer Interview

May 5 , 2026 –  Department Head Meeting

  AACP Central Regional Membership Meeting

  City of Bryant/Verkada Introduction

May 6, 2026 – Saline County Law Enforcement Memorial

May 11, 2026 –  Night Fire Quals

May 12, 2026 – Physical Agility Training Course - Make Up Day

  Night Fire Quals

  Motorola Solutions Meeting

  Parks Committee Meeting

May 13, 2026 –  Saline County Cares Meeting

   Rally Reynolds-Celebrate Class of 2026

   Verkada-Bryant Meeting

May 14, 2026 – Hot Wash - I-30 School Bus Accident Meeting

May 15, 2026 – Agenda/Mayor Memo Due

May 18, 2026 – Night Fire Quals

  Department Head - Agenda Review 

  Law Enforcement Torch Run 

  Verkada - Bryant Meeting

  May 20, 2026 – Parkway Elementary- Donuts for 2nd Grade

      Admin Meeting

      Promotional Ceremony

May 21, 2026 – Servants of Saline Lunch

  Supervisors Meeting
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May 26, 2026 – City Council Meeting

May 28, 2026 – BRAVE Program Meeting

  BYA Board Meeting   

20



DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
PUBLIC WORKS

 	 The City of Bryant continues to mow its right-of-way across all city-owned properties and 

easements. Because we maintain a large area, crews follow a set schedule for mowing routes to ensure 

each area receives attention throughout the season. Residents may notice mowers and Public Works 

personnel weed-eating and maintaining along roadways and side streets. We appreciate everyone’s 

patience and encourage motorists to use caution when traveling near work crews.

	 Beginning in July, Ridgecrest Road will be closed from Dell Drive to Valley View through 

the end of August to allow for sewer repairs and improvements. This work is necessary to maintain 

and improve the City’s infrastructure. Residents are encouraged to plan for alternate routes during the 

closure, and we appreciate the community’s understanding while these improvements are completed. 

	 Work is also underway on the City’s new water tower located at the intersection of Sullivan 

Road and Reynolds Road. This important project will strengthen Bryant’s water infrastructure and 

support future growth. Construction is expected to take approximately 12-18 months to complete. 

	 In addition, the City has successfully wrapped up Phases 2 and 3 of the Stillman Loop project. 

Completing these phases is another step forward in improving infrastructure and services for the 

residents of Bryant. 

Ted Taylor 
Public Works Director
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Bryant Parks Committee Meeting 

 May 12, 2026 6:00 PM
Bishop Park Administration Building - Conference Room 

6401 Boone Rd 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 
Call to Order - Renee Curtis at 6:00 PM 
 
Committee Members Present - Amanda Jolly, Renee Curtis, Jennifer Benning, Drew Martin and 
Tony Williams 
Others Present - Parks Director Keith Cox, Assistant Director Matt Martin, Community Outreach 
and Engagement Coordinator Cassie Henry-Saorrono, Central Arkansas Soccer Club President 
Jim Anderson, Representatives from Bryant Youth Association Suzanne Passmore, Amanda 
Herman, Carl Minden, Shane Knight, Selleck Childress, Madelyn Dunlap, Ryan Dunlap, Heather 
McKim, and City Council Members Butch Higginbotham and Lisa Meyer. 
 
Approval of Minutes   
 

1. March 10 Parks Committee Meeting 
 
Motion to approve by D. Martin, seconded by Jolly. Motion carried. 
 
Associations / Club Reports 
 

2. Central Arkansas Soccer Club Annual Report 

Central Arkansas Soccer Club President Jim Anderson provided an update on current 
programs, partnerships, and facility needs. Anderson highlighted the launch of the new 
Pre‑Classic state league for 3rd and 4th graders, designed to help young players transition into 
competitive soccer. 

He expressed appreciation for the club’s premier sponsors, Everett Buick GMC and PUMA, and 
commended the Parks Department for its work in maintaining Midland Park, stating it is the 
nicest fields in central Arkansas. Anderson also noted the recent installation of new backstops, 
which were purchased by CAS and installed by the Parks Department. 

Anderson reported continued growth in player participation and anticipates an additional 
increase following this year’s World Cup. He reiterated the club’s need for expanded space at 
Midland Park to accommodate this projected growth. 

Curtis asked if they had a breakdown of participation between girls and boys. Anderson said 
that the Club is made up of about ⅔ boys. 

Director’s Report 
 

3. Parks Department Monthly Summary 



 
Cox presented the monthly overview of activities, events, and departmental updates. With no 
questions regarding the posted summary, he proceeded to provide a capital projects update, 
including progress on the Mills-Alcoa Connector Trail, the Bishop Park Splash Pad, ADA lift 
chairs, and the lining of the Bishop Park parking lot. 

D. Martin asked about the first winter season using the new pool cover at Mills Park, which was 
funded and used for the first time last year. M. Martin reported that opening the pool this spring 
was significantly smoother than in previous years and that the cover was easier to remove and 
store than anticipated. He also stated that it was being stored indoors inside the Center at 
Bishop Park. 

Public Comments 

There were no Public Comments 
 
Old Business 

4. Request to Sublease Property 

Cox opened the item by explaining why it appeared under Old Business, noting that it was 
originally scheduled for the April City Council agenda but was tabled and returned to the Parks 
Committee for discussion this month. He clarified that the City’s use agreement with the Bryant 
Youth Association allows BYA to sublease its property with City approval; approval they intend 
to request from City Council in May. Cox emphasized that this is not a Parks Department action 
item and does not require a vote from the Parks Committee; it is included solely for discussion. 

Shane Knight, speaking on behalf of the Bryant Chamber of Commerce and as a BYA board 
member, stated that although there were initial challenges coordinating the proposal with the 
Bryant School District, all parties are now aligned, and the Chamber supports the agreement. 

BYA board members Carl Minden, Heather McKim, and Selleck Childress reiterated that the 
proposal is not the creation of a new school but a co‑op program that does not compete with the 
Bryant School District. They requested that the arrangement be viewed as a fundraiser to 
support BYA’s ongoing youth services. They also noted that the Bryant School District, identified 
as a valued partner, has agreed not to oppose the request as long as participation remains 
under 20 students. 

Committee member Curtis spoke in her capacity as a Parks Committee representative, noting 
that although she is employed by the Bryant School District, her comments reflect her role on 
the committee. She expressed concern that the City’s agreement with BYA designates the 
facility for public use, and any use outside that scope should remain under City discretion to 
maximize public benefit. She also noted that the proposal could increase demand on the Parks 
Department, which currently covers utilities and maintenance for the facility. Suzanne Passmore 
distributed a handout addressing several of the questions raised. 

Discussion continued regarding alternative rental options, historical practices, the potential 
operational impact on the City, and which facilities would or would not be included in any rental 
arrangement. 



 
Committee member D. Martin expressed full support for the agreement, stating that he believes 
it represents a good use of taxpayer resources and makes productive use of a facility that is 
otherwise unused during daytime hours. 

Questions were raised regarding why the use agreement had not previously come before the 
Parks Committee. Cox acknowledged this oversight and stated that he will begin bringing 
updates from both the Bryant Youth Association and the Senior Center to the committee going 
forward. 

New Business 
 

5. Request to add Senior Services Superintendent, Senior Services Coordinator, 
Lead Cook and Part-Time Cook Positions 

 
D. Martin asked if any of the newly created Senior Services positions are more vital than any 
other. Cox said that all four of the specific positions are equally important to the operations of 
Senior Services and that all of these employees have been informed that they would have jobs 
with the Parks Department once this transition took place. 
 
Motion to group all four newly created Senior Services positions by D. Martin, seconded by Jolly. 
Motion passes. 
 
Motion to recommend to Council the approval of all four positions by Jolly, seconded by 
Benning. Motion passes. 
 

6. Request to add Parks Staff Position 

D. Martin and Curtis requested additional clarity on the specific responsibilities of the proposed 
position, particularly regarding support for Senior Services and internal programming. 

Cox explained that the Parks Department has become increasingly dependent on part‑time 
staff, noting that full‑time staffing has decreased from twenty‑one to eighteen positions since 
2016. He emphasized the need for a consistent, full‑time employee who can cover nights and 
weekends; capacity the department has lost in recent years and needs to restore. 

He outlined that the role would help absorb responsibilities across Flag Football, internal 
programming, and the Senior Center, providing stability that cannot be achieved through 
multiple part‑time employees. Cox added that this approach aligns with Hunter’s preference for 
a single full‑time position rather than several part‑time roles. 

Cox also reported that programming revenues are tracking well ahead of schedule for the year 
and should be sufficient to offset the additional cost associated with creating this position. 

Motion to recommend to Council the approval of the position by Benning, seconded by Jolly. 
Motion passes. 
 

7. Request to rebuild Mills Park Basketball Court 
 



 
Cox reminded the committee that he would return this month with a plan for utilizing the 
remaining Amendment 78 funds. He reported that, according to the Finance Director, 
approximately $80,000 remains available for Parks projects. 

Cox also noted that he has secured a $20,000 donation from a local resident and that $18,500 
was budgeted this year for an asphalt overlay of the courts. With these combined resources, he 
is proposing a full rebuild of the court rather than applying another layer of asphalt. 

He stated that he has received a preliminary quote that is currently under budget but is awaiting 
information from Public Works regarding the cost of demolition and grading but would like to go 
ahead and take it to Council this month due to the urgency to spend the remainder of the 
Amendment 78 funds. 

Motion to recommend to Council the approval to rebuild Mills Basketball Court by D. Martin, 
seconded by Benning. Motion Passes.  
 

8. Request for approval to serve alcohol at special event 

Cox reminded the Committee that several years ago, all alcohol requests for special events 
were required to come before the Parks Committee. Since then, established rules have been 
put in place allowing the Parks Department to approve such requests administratively, provided 
the requesting entity meets all requirements. 

Cox reported that Leadership Saline is requesting to use Bishop Park for a fundraiser benefiting 
the Bryant Youth Association. He noted that, because he is a member of the current Leadership 
Saline class organizing the event, he has a conflict of interest. For that reason, this request is 
being brought before the Committee rather than being approved at the departmental level. 

Motion to allow the serving of alcohol at special event by Jolly, seconded by Benning. Motion 
passes. 
 
Committee Comments 

Benning asked about the status of replacing the netting on the batting cages at the Bishop Park 
baseball complex. Cox explained that the netting has been in need of replacement for some 
time and that an agreement was made between the Parks Department and the Bryant Athletic 
Association in which BAA would purchase the new nets and Parks would install them upon 
delivery. 

Martin reported that he contacted the BAA President within the past week to confirm their plans 
and was assured that the nets are still scheduled to be purchased and delivered. 

Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn by D. Martin, Seconded by Curtis. Motion carried. 
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Bryant Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 11th, 2026 
Boswell Municipal Complex – City Hall Courtroom  

6:00 PM 
 

Agenda 
  

CALL TO ORDER 

● Vice-Chairman Andrea Hooten calls the meeting to order. 
● Commissioners Present: Statton, Hooten, Johnson, Thompson, Edwards, 

Speed, Lewis 
● Commissioners Absent: Penfield 

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

1. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 4/13/2026 
 
Motion to Approve Minutes made by Commissioner Statton, Seconded by 
Commission Edwards. Voice Vote, 7 Yays, 0 Nays, 1 Absent 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Colton Leonard, Director of Planning and Development, introduced our new Assistant 
Planning Director Ethan Godwin. He also announced that there will be a request to 
add to the agenda for a Replat of four lots in Hurricane Heights Subdivision.  

 
Commissioner Edwards made a motion to add the following item to the agenda as 
item 15, Thompson seconded the motion.  Hurricane Heights Subdivision - Replat 
Lots 5R, 8R, 9R.  Voice vote, 7 Yays, 0 nays, 1 Absent.  

 
 
Vice-Chairman Hooten asked Commissioner Edwards to read the DRC Report.  
 
DRC REPORT 
 

2. TNT Fireworks - 400 Bryant Ave - Temporary Business 
Heather Whaley - Requesting Approval for Temporary Business for Fireworks Tent - 
APPROVED 



 

 
3. 3104 Cedar Park St - Modification from Zoning Code - Roof Pitch 

Beza Investments LLC - Requesting Approval for Modification from Residential Design 
Section of Zoning Code on the pitch of the roof. - APPROVED 
 

4. Letta’s Flower Cart -5403 Hwy 5 - Sign Permit 
Requesting Sign Permit - STAFF APPROVED 
 

5. Arkansas Medicare Center- 1800 N Reynolds Rd - Sign Permit 
Requesting Sign Permit - STAFF APPROVED 
 

6. Diamond State Pyro- 23920 I-30 - Sign Permit 
Requesting Sign Permit - STAFF APPROVED 
 

7. 2712 Lavern st - CUP for Short Term Rental 
Vanessa Guerra - Requesting Approval of CUP for Short Term Rental - NO 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

8. 500 Pricket Road - Rezoning from C-2 to PUB 
Hope Consulting - Requesting Recommendation for Rezoning - NO 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

9. 711 W. Commerce Dr - Commercial Plat 
Hope Consulting - Requesting Recommendation for Approval of One Lot Subdivision 
Plat - RECOMMEND APPROVAL, contingent upon Review by City Engineer 
 

10. 5318 Charles Ct - CUP for Short Term Rental 
Requesting Recommendation for Approval of CUP for Short Term Rental - NO 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

11. 2712 Lavern St. - CUP for Short Term Rental 
Venessa Guerra - Requesting Approval of CUP for Short Term Rental 

After a brief discussion, Vice-Chairman Hooten asked those in attendance to speak 
for or against the public hearing item.  Seeing none, she called for a roll call vote.  
There was one contingency added to the CUP.  At the time of Business License 
renewal each year, the applicant must provide a list showing the days the dwelling 
unit was used as a STR. Vice-Chairman Hooten called for a roll call vote to approve. 
7 Yays, 0 Nays, 1 Absent. 

 

 

 



 

12. 5318 Charles Ct - CUP for Short Term Rental  
          Shelley Mitchell - Requesting Approval of CUP for Short Term Rental 

After a brief discussion, Vice-Chairman Hooten asked those in attendance to speak 
for or against the public hearing item.   

Neighbor, Jeffery Woolsey stated he had traffic concerns - AGAINST.  
Neighbor, Dwana Rafter stated she had safety concerns - AGAINST. 
Neighbor, Andrea Marusa stated she had safety and traffic concerns - AGAINST. 
Neighbor, JoJeanna Rafter stated her concerns of safety - AGAINST. 

Applicant Mrs. Mitchell addressed all of the concerns stating that traffic and safety 
concerns for Short Term Rentals and Long Term Rentals are indifferent. After all 
concerns were addressed, Vice-Chairman Hooten called for a roll call vote to 
approve. 1 Yay, 6 Nays, 1 Absent. 

13. 500 Prickett Road - Rezoning from C-2 to PUD 
Hope Consulting - Requesting Approval for Rezoning and Zoning Plan 

After a brief discussion, Vice-Chairman Hooten asked for those in attendance to 
speak for or against the public hearing item.   

Resident, Dwana Rafter asked a couple of questions regarding the development. Did 
not state for or against the rezoning.  

Seeing none else, Vice-Chairman Hooten called for a roll call to approve. 7 Yays, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent. 

 

Motion to close public hearing made by Commissioner Edwards, seconded by 
Commissioner Speed. Voice Vote, 7 Yays, 0 Nays, 1 Absent. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

None 
                                                                                                                                  

NEW BUSINESS 

14. 711 W. Commerce Dr - Commercial Plat  
Hope Consulting - Requesting Recommendation for Approval of Lot Subdivision Plat 
 
After discussion on the item, Applicant Jonathan Hope agreed to update the verbiage 
listed on the rear setback before giving the city signed copies for filing. 
Vice-Chairman Hooten called for a roll call vote to approve the replat. 7 Yays, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent.  
 
 
 
 



 

15. Hurricane Heights - Replat 
Rasburry Surveying - Requesting Recommendation for Approval of Hurricane Heights 
Replat 

After discussion on the item, Vice-Chairman Hooten called for a roll call vote to 
approve the replat. 7 Yays, 0 Nays, 1 Absent.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to Adjourn made by Commissioner Speed, seconded by Commissioner 
Thompson. Voice Vote, 7 Yays, 0 Nays, 1 Absent. The meeting was adjourned. 

 

__________________________              _____________ 

Vice-Chairman, Andrea Hooten   Date 

 

__________________________              _____________ 

Secretary, Ethan Godwin             Date 
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Bryant Water and Wastewater Committee Minutes 

Date:Tuesday, May 5, 2026 

Time:6:00 P.M. 

Location:1019 SW Second Street, Bryant, AR 72022 

 

Members Present:  Al Wise, Linda Levart, Kathy Barber, Nancy Pruitt, Madison McEntire, David Hannah 

Members Absent: Leroy Tinkler, Wade Boone 

Staff Present: Angela Shepard, Moriah Winkel, Ted Taylor, Jayla Thuston, Jordan Reynolds,  Tim Price 

Call to Order: This meeting was called to order by: Leroy Tinkler 

 
April Leak  All requested adjustments were approved                
adjustment   Motion to approve leak adjustments : Linda Levart 
request :   Motion seconded : Nancy Pruitt 

  Motion carried with 6 votes  
 
 

Kermit Gray   Motion to disagree w/ councils decision : Linda Levart 
Leak adjustment: Motion seconded : Kathy Barber 
  Motion carried with 6 votes  
 
 
Minutes :   Motion to approve March minutes : Nancy Pruitt 
  Motion seconded : Linda Levart 

  Motion carried with 6 votes  
 
  Motion to approve April minutes : Linda Levart 

  Motion seconded : Nancy Pruitt 
  Motion carried with 6 votes  
 

 

Financials :   Motion to approve March financials : Linda Levart 
  Motion seconded : Madison Mclntire  

  Motion carried with 6 votes :  
 
 

Presentations : None 

 

Public Comments : None 



 

Old Business : None 

 

New Business :  

Public Works :  Hydrant Meter Policy - Changing the fee & policy to protect the city assets due to contractors  
 taking the hydrant meter just wherever and not reporting the meter reading on time. We are looking 
 into purchasing a hydrant meter lock and up the deposit to cover the hydrometer lock and we are  
 also looking into the backflow prevention. Also adding a rental & tampering fee to ensure they bring 
 it's back to us.  

 
 Motion to carry recommendation : Linda Levart 
 Motion seconded : Nancy Pruitt 
  
 CCR - Got a good report back from the health department regarding our water quality and the  
 letter from the health department will be posted on social media sites, at the bottom of every bill,  
 and also in the billing office for everyone to see. 
 
Projects :  South Plain Tank - We had the opening bid today and we had 3 bidders which were Bridge & iron  
 works, Landmark and Phoenix. There has not been a decision yet on the apparent win, we will sit  
 down with consultants to go through to see what the best suit is for who we decide to pick. 
 
 Lift Station 5 - Still currently trying to get funding; we did meet with Hawkins Weir last week  
 regarding the lift station. We also had another issue with the lift station as it is in terrible condition,  
 there was a valve that seized and we are currently getting that replaced.  
 
 Lift Station 40 - We have the new pumps installed and Skada is up and working perfectly. 
 
 Saline Regional - We are looking to hire a 3rd party to take care of the fundings so nothing gets  
 lost and it gets spent where it's supposed to be. 
 
 Booster Station  Equipment is ordered and should be here soon. 
 
 Highway 5 - We are currently still obtaining easements and were supposed to be done at the  
 beginning of this month but hoping to get all easements by the end of May, as this does take time  
 knocking on doors, sending out letters, and trying to get in contact with the home owners. We do  
 have weekly meetings with the contractors that are obtaining easements just to see where they  
 stand and if they are having any issues. 
 
 CAO - Consent administrator order was supposed to be wrapped up in 2025, but since AEQ did  
 not push the issue we just kept doing what we said we were gonna do which was making capital  
 improvement plans. We put together a report and sent it in at the end of April and it is currently  
 under review. We did ask to extend the CAO because just due to the status of the lift station and  
 I would rather wait till the lift station is back to normal. Since it is still under review we do not know  
 if  we will get the extension but we would like it to be sometime in 2028. 

  Reports :  None 

 
Adjournments :  Motion to approve : Linda Levart 
 Motion seconded : Al Wise 



May 2026 
Community Engagement Committee 

Minutes 
NO QUORUM
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